Gastrointestinal cryptosporidiosis in a puppy.
An 8-week-old female Yorkshire terrier with a history of weakness, diarrhea and intestinal isosporiasis was euthanized and a post mortem examination performed. Histologically, there was severe gastrointestinal cryptosporidiosis, severe intestinal isosporiasis and thymic lymphoid depletion. PCR revealed visible bands for the actin and 18S rRNA genes but not for the acetyl CoA synthetase gene for Cryptosporidium spp. The PCR product for the actin gene was sequenced and found to have a 97.6-99.8% similarity to that of Cryptosporidium canis. To our knowledge, this is the first report of gastric cryptosporidiosis in a canine.